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1.  ASCERTAINMENT OF QUORUM

Lisa Bluelake (Chair), Doug MacCourt  (Chair Elect), David Shaw (Treasurer), Jennifer Amiott (Secretary), John Schultz (Past Chair), Steve Kelly, Pat Davis, and Jenny Biesack attended. A quorum was not achieved (not all members listed above were on the call at the same time to achieve a quorum).  Shelly Dobson (OSB Liaison), Chris Burford (ILS Legislative Liaison), and Indian Law Section member Diane Henkels also attended.  

2. AGENDA REVIEW

Agenda approved. Discussion of upcoming Gathering of Oregon’s First Nations event and the Legislative Update were added to the agenda.

3. REVIEW OF PRIOR MINUTES

Due to the lack of a quorum, the minutes will be reviewed at the February meeting or by email.    
4. TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer David Shaw reported that he has not yet received the end of the year financial report from OSB. Recent transactions from the end of 2008 include a payment to the webmaster and a $500 donation to the Campaign for Equal Justice. David indicated that after the report is received, it would be possible to further segregate out the various funding categories, if the EC wishes to do so. Shelly stated that the Bar should provide the report in February, at the latest. 

5.  BUSINESS

a. Gathering of Oregon’s First Nations Honoring Oregon’s Sesquicentennial Birthday: Lisa Bluelake notified the EC of the January 31, 2009 Gathering of Oregon’s First Nations event at the Oregon State Fair & Expo Center in Salem. This event starts at 10AM with exhibits and demonstrations, followed by a 1 p.m. Powwow Grand Entry and a 5 p.m. Grand Entry.

b. Legislative Update: ILS Legislative Liaison Chris Burford reported from Salem, where he will provide testimony on HB 2312 later today. Chris believes that he will be the only person testifying on the bill, and expects that any potential opposition would involve whether the issue is worth the legislature’s time. Chris has submitted a copy of his testimony to the Executive Committee, but has had to shorten it somewhat. Chris also reported that the head of the Corporate Division of the Secretary of State’s office supports the proposed amendment. David Shaw asked whether there has been any discussion regarding possible expansion of diversity jurisdiction in federal courts due to the amendment. Chris responded that this issue has not been discussed.
Chris also summarized the following additional House and Senate bills that the Section has been offered the opportunity to comment on:

i. SB 106: Would allow the Oregon Youth Authority to contract with tribes to provide gang intervention services to tribes.

ii. SB 107: Involves interstate compacting regarding juveniles. There is no mention of tribes in this bill.

iii. SB 217: Would permit the Historic Preservation Revolving Loan Fund to be used for enforcement of cultural resources protection laws and for promotion of public education regarding cultural resources.
iv. HB 2285: Would make the crime of cheating in gaming operations a misdemeanor (instead of a class C felony).
Chris will provide a summary of these bills to the Executive Committee. Lisa would like to act on these issues at the February meeting. Shelly will research the deadline for comments. Steve Kelly noted that he may have to abstain from voting on various legislative issues to avoid conflicts with positions that could be taken by his employer’s clients, despite his personal views. 

Chris also explained that he is testifying in Salem in his capacity as Legislative Liaison for the Indian Law Section. Chris requested that the ILS reimburse him for his travel expenses, which he expects to be approximately $250. Due to the lack of a quorum, this issue will be handled through an email vote. Lisa Bluelake, on behalf of the Indian Law Section, thanked Chris for his time and effort on legislative issues. 
c. Discussion on Subcommittees and Membership: Lisa sought additional participation on subcommittees from EC members, and will follow up with the EC by email. Lisa also stated that the EC could consider inviting Section members that do not currently serve on the EC to participate on subcommittees. Lisa would like to create a Legislative Subcommittee to assist Chris. Pat Davis agreed to serve on the Legislative Subcommittee. 

d. Reports from Subcommittees:
i. CLEs and Other Outside Meetings (Lisa Bluelake and Jennifer Amiott): Possible social and other events for 2009 will be discussed further during upcoming calls. No events are currently planned. Lisa Bluelake suggested a summer potluck event at a park for ILS members and their families.
ii. Attorney Practice Directory (John Schultz, Lisa Bluelake and Jennifer Amiott): The Attorney Practice Directory Subcommittee has met and generated a proposed list of searchable practice areas and practice types. John will forward this list to the EC for review and approval.  This issue will be discussed further during the February meeting.
iii. Writing Contest: Lisa Bluelake reported that the Writing Contest Subcommittee has put together a proposed announcement for the writing contest, which has been emailed to the EC for review and comment. Lisa asked the EC to provide comments by February 13. The Subcommittee hopes to release the announcement in March or April. 
e. Website/Newsletter: Lisa Bluelake asked that a Website/Newsletter Subcommittee be formally established to manage the website (work with the webmaster, post articles, events and job vacancies, etc.) and possible list serve. It was recommended that John Schultz serve on the subcommittee, and that Melissa Roberston be invited to serve, even though she is no longer an EC member. Jennifer Amiott indicated that the currently sends events to the webmaster for posting, and would be willing to serve on the subcommittee. David Shaw currently receives articles for posting on the web site, but would be willing to give up a spot on the subcommittee. Jenny Biesack agreed to serve on the Website/Newsletter Subcommittee.  Diane Henkels raised the question of whether any parts of the web site should be password-protected to limit access to ILS members only. Lisa indicated that the current content of the website is limited and that password protection is probably not yet needed. 
f. Networking with ABA Indian Law Subcommittee (Bud Ullman): Bud Ullman was not on the call. This issue will be placed on the agenda for further discussion in the February meeting.
g. List Serve: Shelly reported that the Bar can facilitate a list serve, either for the entire ILS or for the EC only. Lisa proposed that we have a list serve for both.  

h. Section Goals and Objectives for 2009: No additional goals or objectives were discussed.

6.  CLOSING COMMENTS; ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting:  9:15 AM, Tuesday, February 24, 2009. Agenda items should be sent to Lisa Bluelake ((503) 879-2335; lisa.bluelake@grandronde.org) by Friday, February 13, 2009.
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