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1.  ASCERTAINMENT OF QUORUM

Lisa Bluelake (Chair), Doug MacCourt  (Chair Elect), David Shaw (Treasurer), Jennifer Amiott (Secretary), Jenny Biesack, Pat Davis, Michael Grieser, Brent Hall, Steve Kelly, Carl Merkle, and Bud Ullman attended. A quorum was achieved.  Shelly Dobson (OSB Liaison), Mitzi Naucler (2009 BOG Liaison), and Indian Law Section members Diane Henkels and Andrew Schlesinger also attended. Chair Lisa Bluelake welcomed new Executive Committee member Michael Grieser. 

2. AGENDA REVIEW

Agenda approved. 

3. REVIEW OF PRIOR MINUTES

David Shaw moved to approve the May 26, 2009 meeting minutes; Bud Ullman seconded.  Motion passed 9-0-0.  
4. TREASURER’S REPORT

David Shaw reported that the Section has one new complimentary member, and that the Section currently has funds. David’s greatest budget-related concern is that fees for a new webmaster be comparable to the webmaster fees that the Section initially budgeted for. In response to a question from Diane Henkels, David stated that the Section’s budget is available at the OSB website, under the “Section Information” link. David explained that website fees are the Section’s greatest expense. The Section also budgeted $1000 for the writing contest, $1000 for contributions (not yet assigned), and $500 for a contribution to the Campaign for Equal Justice.
5.  BUSINESS

a. Reports from Subcommittees:  

i. CLEs and Other Outside Meetings (Lisa Bluelake and Jennifer Amiott): Lisa Bluelake reminded the Executive Committee of the Section-wide potluck and softball game on Sunday, July 19 from noon – 4PM at Sellwood Park in Portland. Lisa will purchase food (burgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers, buns, condiments, water, soft drinks, and paper products) at Costco. John Schultz and Doug MacCourt will bring two grills. Lisa asked everyone to bring softball equipment if they have it. Lisa will check with Portland Parks to see if we need to provide bases. Pat Davis has softball equipment that she will bring. Jennifer Amiott will bring a kick ball as backup. Early responses indicate that approximately thirty adults and ten children plan to attend, including Executive Committee members Lisa Bluelake, Jenny Biesack, Jennifer Amiott, John Schultz, Doug MacCourt, Brent Hall, and possibly Pat Davis. Lisa provided the Executive Committee with a list of Section members and encouraged everyone to remind their friends and co-workers to attend. Lisa will send out two more reminders prior to the event. 

ii. Website/Newsletter/List Serve (Jenny Biesack, Jennifer Amiott, and Lee Shannon): Lisa Bluelake explained that on June 10, 2009, OSB sent the Section’s webmaster, Roger Wang, notice of the termination of his contract. Roger sent Lisa and other Section members a gracious email acknowledging that termination of the contract was necessary. Lisa reported that now, the Executive Committee must decide whether to pursue web services through OSB’s Homestead site or to contract with recommended webmaster Paul Tichy. The need for a searchable attorney directory is the main issue. Jenny Biesack explained that OSB provides free website services through Homestead, which can be updated by the Executive Committee. OSB could transfer our existing domain name and provide some services. Additional services from OSB would cost $30/hour. OSB has provided the Website Subcommittee with a sample site, which looks good. Although it can support a list of Section members and their specialties, a Homestead site cannot support a searchable attorney directory. OSB referred Jenny Biesack to Paul Tichy, who serves as webmaster for the Real Estate and Land Use (RELU) Section and at least four other sections. Jennifer Amiott reported that Paul offers monthly maintenance plans ($15 for ½ hour; $25/hour; $45/2 hours) and can provide hosting services for $15/month. He bills in 1/10 increments, and charges $75/hour for time that exceeds the monthly plan. Paul stated that most sections use 1 – 2 hours / month. Paul can create an attorney practice directory, similar to the directory used by the RELU Section, in approximately .3 or .4 hours. However, the Indian Law Section had planned to permit users to search by specialty area, which would likely take more time. Paul would not charge a fee to transfer our existing content to his services, and the process would likely take 1 – 2 days. Lisa stated that she spoke with a RELU Section Executive Committee member, who reported that their Section switched to Paul’s services from OSB’s web services approximately three years ago, and that they have been happy working with Paul. Lisa noted that OSB’s web services have changed since that time. Lisa summarized the decision before the Executive Committee as primarily dependent on whether we want to do a searchable attorney directory.  If not, we don’t need to spend Section funds on web services and can go with Homestead. David Shaw noted that the budget has been a concern and recommended being conservative. David also suggested trying Homestead, but re-evaluating at the end of the year when we work on the 2010 budget. David also proposed asking the Section if they’d support the extra costs of providing a searchable attorney directory. Jenny Biesack noted that the Executive Committee is responsible for the website’s content, so the value of the website is largely dependent on the effort the Executive Committee can put into it.  Lisa suggested trying the Homestead site for a few months to see how we like it. During that time, the Section could learn more about the cost for Paul to create an attorney directory capable of searching by specialty. Diane Henkels also suggested inquiring into Native web service providers during that time. Lisa noted that the Section put out an RFP when we initially created our website, but she wasn’t sure if any Native providers responded. Doug MacCourt moved to pursue Homestead web services on a trial basis; Steve Kelly seconded. Motion passed 11-0-0.  
iii. Attorney Practice Directory (John Schultz, Lisa Bluelake, and Jennifer Amiott): Lisa Bluelake recommended that the Subcommittee meet to discuss attorney directory options using Homestead. 

iv. Writing Contest (Lisa Bluelake, Jennifer Amiott, David Shaw, and Steve Kelly): Lisa Bluelake explained that she has received one writing contest submission. The deadline is September 1, 2009. 
v. Legislative (Chris Burford, Pat Davis, Doug MacCourt, and John Ogan): Pat reported that SB 589 was signed (repealing a five-year time limit for exemption from property taxation of Indian tribal land if fee-to-trust conversion has been requested or is in process), and that HB 726 passed last Monday (authorizes tribes to ask the Economic and Community Development Department to designate reservation enterprise zones). 
b. Networking with ABA Indian Law Subcommittee (Doug MacCourt): Doug MacCourt has a call on this issue later today. He will seek a plan for moving forward. Doug will also invite ABA Indian Law Section members to our July 19 Potluck. 
6.  CLOSING COMMENTS; ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting:  9:15 AM, Tuesday, July 28, 2009. Agenda items should be sent to Lisa Bluelake ((503) 879-2335; lisa.bluelake@grandronde.org) by Friday, July 10, 2009.
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